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This issue of Southeastern looks at the exciting projects that some of our
alumni are engaged in around the nation and the world. Their stories are
inspiring and empowering to our community as they affirm the strategic
mission and vision of our amazing school.
Since 1935 our university has
been dedicated to equipping our
students to discover and develop
their divine design so that they
can serve Christ and the world
through Spirit-empowered life,
learning and leadership. We are
proud to report to you that this
mission is being accomplished as
we hear from many of our
alumni.
It is our responsibility to be good
stewards of the students that
God sends our way so that they
can be empowered in their divine
design. One of our top priorities
is to always be student focused
so that we will continually be
mindful about doing all that we
can to equip students for their
mission. Part of that stewardship
includes updating our facilities
and constantly creating new
academic programs for our
students. I’m overjoyed to report
that Southeastern University is
now equipping future medical
professionals through our brand
new nursing program. Our
students will enjoy a fantastic
new College of Natural and
Health Sciences building due to
be completed in early 2015. It will

house new offices, classrooms,
and labs where our students will
perfect their medical skills.
In addition to nursing, SEU is
expanding in the area of athletics.
This fall, we will launch the first
season of Fire football in our
newly
constructed
football
stadium, which will have the
capacity to seat 3,500 Fire
football fans. We’re extremely
excited about this fantastic
advancement for not only our
school, but also for the
community
of
Lakeland.
Southeastern University will
always be here to serve our city
and support our community as it
strives to excel.
Furthermore, this summer we
launched the university’s very
first doctoral program in
Education.
Our
Education
program is one of the strongest
in the state with our alumni
constantly being recognized for
their stellar performance in the
classrooms in which they teach
and shape young minds. This
new Doctorate of Education is yet
another tool for our university to
be good stewards of the students
that God sends our way.
God loves excellent stewardship
and rewards those who are
faithful with what they’ve been
given. As such, I’m absolutely
excited to report to you about
the faithfulness of God. Just this
past fall our community received
word of a $10 million planned
estate gift. Not only that, we also
celebrated the largest enrollment
in the history of our institution –

3,434 students. This coming fall
we anticipate exceeding that
number and reaching an
enrollment of over 4,000
students! These wins are an
enormous confirmation of God’s
faithfulness to those who seek to
be good stewards of their
mission. As long as I serve as
president, I commit to you that
we will always be excellent
stewards of our mission for the
glory of God.
There is no doubt in my mind
that Southeastern’s best days
are yet to come. I know God has
much more in store for our
incredible community, and I’m
confident that we will continue to
see remarkable miracles in the
next few years as we move
forward in our missional posture.
We covet your continuing prayers
as we take this journey together
and please, always remember
that we are your school. We are
here to serve you in any way we
possibly can. Please let us know
how we can support you in your
mission.
Thanks for taking the time to
read this magazine. I trust you
will be encouraged by the stories
you read. I know they are the
echoes of our success as a Christcentered institution.
Sincerely,

Kent J. Ingle, D.Min.
President

ALUMNI DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE FROM THE ALUMNI DIRECTOR

Dear esteemed alumni,
Shalom! I recently returned from a 10-day trip
to Israel with some of our alumni. It was a lifechanging experience in every sense! I had the
opportunity to walk where Jesus walked and to
see for myself the places I have read about in the
Bible.
What made this opportunity even more incredible was
that I was able to share this journey with other SEU
alumni and friends on a trip led by one of our faculty
members, Dr. Joe Davis. I formed so many new
relationships on this trip and gained valuable insights
through the devotions we shared at places like Ein
Gedi, the Valley of Elah and Mt. Carmel.
There’s something special about spending time with people who you
share a connection with – your shared experiences tend to give your
relationships even deeper roots. As alumni, we share treasured
memories of activities on campus – chapel services, time in our dorm
rooms, favorite professors, and meals in the cafeteria. Years later,
when we come together, we have a common thread that unites us.
This past year, I was blessed to meet so many of you at District
Councils and General Council in Orlando, Fla. I also enjoyed meeting
alumni at regional reunions in Dallas, Tex.; Detroit, Mich.; and Atlanta,
Ga. And, of course, I loved welcoming everyone back to our campus
for Homecoming. It was great to hear your stories and where your
journey has taken you since your days at Southeastern.
I hope you will take advantage of some of the special events we have
planned for our alumni this coming year. In particular, I hope you will
be able to join us for what is sure to be one of the most exciting
events we will host – our first home Fire football game in the newly
constructed stadium. The Fire will be taking on Warner University at
7 p.m. on Saturday, September 13. Make plans to be there. You won’t
want to miss it!
We also have another big Homecoming weekend planned for October
24 & 25. Be on the lookout for more details about this event and
more!

Finally, I want to encourage you to consider taking a trip with us to
Israel next May 14-23, 2015, with Dr. Joe Davis and Dr. Charles Gaulden.
It will be one of the most memorable trips of your life.

Your life will be impacted by everything
you witness in Israel, and you will
have a greater understanding of the
scriptures you read in the Bible.
These are exciting days to be a part of the SEU family. Please take
some time to share with us what God is doing in your lives.
Blessings,

Priya Arul
Director of Alumni Relations
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

SPIRITUAL
DOMINOES

MESSAGE FROM
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

Spiritual growth is the objective of any spiritual community. Unfortunately, many in the
faith community have lost hope in utilizing their influence to positively nurture the
spiritual temperature of a city. Has God given the faith community influence? Can
Christians increase their personal influence?
The breath of God empowered the
sheepish disciples to risk life and limb in
order to spread the Good News. In one
instance, a couple of New Testament
disciples were carried to the city officials
by a few in the religious crowd, “These
men who have caused trouble all over
the world have now come here.” Is this
an overstatement?
Can a few uneducated disciples have this
kind of impact? The self-righteous Jews
were so befuddled by the palpable
influence of Jesus’ disciples that they were
resolved to do anything within their power
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to stop it. Of course, the more they tried to
stop God’s activity in His followers, the
more the church grew. This is influence.

likewise. Two thousand years later there
are more than 2 billion followers of Christ
in the world. That’s a lot of dominoes!”

Rich Stearns, the president of World Vision,
calls it the domino theory of spiritual
impact. He asks the reader to picture a
domino falling, “It starts a chain reaction
that can cause dozens or hundreds more
dominoes to fall. I believe that this is how
God works in history. Two thousand years
ago, Jesus Christ set up just 12 dominoes,
mentored them, and led them in his way.
He empowered them with the Holy Spirit
and then sent them off to go and do

What is influence? According to Webster’s
Dictionary, it is “the act or power of
producing an effect without apparent
exertion of force or direct exercise of
command.” In the faith community, God
can take what little influence we have and
turn it into something marvelous. Winning
a child to Christ should never be
undervalued, especially when the eternal
impact can be more far-reaching than we
could ever imagine.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

MARK ANTHONY, ‘92 AND ‘12 (MAML)

be a preacher. Meyer would lead many to
Christ in his day, but one of them was a
young man by the name of J.W. Chapman.
In the years that followed, Chapman would
lead many to Christ, and one of them
would be a baseball player named Billy
Sunday.

Consider an unknown Sunday school
teacher who simply loved kids: Edward
Kimball lived in relative obscurity as an
assistant at a Chicago shoe shop. He was
driven to see young boys won to Christ
and would spend countless hours with
them in order to gain their trust and
friendship. In 1858, Kimball led a young
boy to Christ — his name was D.L. Moody.
Moody was just a boy, but he grew up to
be a powerful preacher.
Twenty-one years later, F.B. Meyer
committed his life to Christ through the
ministry of Moody. Meyer also grew up to

Rev. Sunday would grow into one of the
nation’s most effective evangelists. One of
his revival meetings was held in Charlotte,
N.C. The meetings in this southern city
were bringing so many to Christ that Rev.
Sunday invited Mordecai Ham to help him
preach at the various meetings. There
aren’t too many in our nation who even
know about this revival in particular, but in
one meeting, there was a young boy
named Billy Graham who accepted Jesus
as his savior.
It all started with winning a child to Jesus.

“As Christians, we are all
dominoes in the chain
reaction set off by Jesus
2,000 years ago. The
amazing thing about
dominoes falling is that the
chain reaction always starts
small—with just one
seemingly insignificant
domino. Whether you are
sponsoring children, filling
backpacks for children in
inner-city schools, talking to
your own children, or
praying earnestly for [people
around the globe], you have
no idea how big the impact
will be as God multiplies
your faithfulness.” - Rich Stearns
SEU.edu //
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ON CAMPUS

ON CAMPUS
CONSTITUTION DAY

4,000+

he
So All T ill
World W
Know

Ryan Anderson (below right) of the
Witherspoon Institute and the Heritage
Foundation spoke with students about
religious liberty and social justice during a
Constitution Day event organized on
campus.

RECORD ENROLLMENT
NUMBERS
Southeastern’s enrollment continues to
experience phenomenal growth. We are
expecting a record enrollment of more
than 4,000 students for the fall of 2014.
These students will include an incoming
class of more than 1,100 freshman and
transfer students in addition to continued
growth at our extension sites and online.
Since the fall of 2011, enrollment has
climbed nearly 50 percent. These are
monumental achievements for our university and a testament to the incredible
work God is doing on campus.

Southeastern was
again ranked among the “Best
Colleges, Southern Region” on the annual
U.S. News Best Colleges report. SEU
ranked 36th out of 104 schools in our
region.
Several of Southeastern’s online graduate
degree programs – in both Education and
Business – also received national recognition
as U.S. News recognized them among the
top 100 programs in the country.
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SEUWORSHIP

SEU WORSHIP ALBUMS
In 2013, SEU Worship launched their first
album, “No Other Name.” After its release
it jumped to the #2 spot on iTunes in the
Christian & Gospel genre and #38 for all
genres. Nine of the 12 songs were written
by Southeastern University students; the
other three were written by the campus
worship pastor, Chase Wagner. Wagner
has been with SEU for almost two years
and has mentored the students as he
taught them how to write music and
produce the album. During the past
summer, SEU Worship released a 4-track
EP album, “From the Vanguard Room.”

DR. ALAN SNYDER WITH SPECIAL GUEST
RYAN ANDERSON

GLOBAL PENTECOSTALISM CENTER
Dr. Harvey Cox, prolific author and Hollis
Professor of Divinity at Harvard University, presented the inaugural lecture for the
Global Pentecostalism Center at Southeastern University this spring. His lecture
was entitled “Does Christianity Have a
Future?”

Their latest album, “So All the World Will
Know,” was recorded in November and
released in February. Three of the tracks
were written by Wagner, while the other
tracks were written by a collection of
students with the help of Wagner. The
seventh track is a four-minute sermon
given by campus pastor Andrew Gard.
This year’s album was #3 on iTunes and
made the Top 40 for all genres. Both
albums also charted on Billboard.
DR. HARVEY COX PRESENTING AT THE GLOBAL
PENTECOSTALISM CENTER

ON CAMPUS

HISPANIC LEADERSHIP
CENTER CONTINUES TO
GROW

Since the July 2012
launch of the Hispanic
Leadership Center
(HLC) on campus,
Southeastern has
created a number of
educational
opportunities to equip
the next generation of
Hispanic leaders and
ministers.
The university has partnered with the
Hispanic Bible Institutes to allow their
graduates to continue toward an
associate degree in Ministerial Leadership
entirely in Spanish.
Additionally, the university has seen a 45
percent increase in its enrollment of
Hispanic students on campus. The HLC
has created a number of cultural
exchange activities on campus, as well as
the Hispanic Student Life club (HSL). The
HSL has held highly successful studentled, bi-lingual worship services called
HOLA (Hour of Latin Awakening) night.
The club has also translated six songs
from the SEU Worship album into Spanish
and will record and release an EP of the
songs this summer.

INSIDE PORTICO

MICHAEL MUTZ ’11, ’13 (MBA), director

DR. BEN CARSON

of Destinations, explains, “The profits come
to our department and then we use that
money to fund projects overseas. This
is really a way for SEU to give back to
communities around the world in a
new way.”
FIRE 14

SOUTHEASTERN FORUM AND GALA
This year, Southeastern hosted its eighth
National Leadership Forum on March 7,
featuring nationally recognized speaker Dr.
Ben Carson. Over 500 guests attended the
Forum to hear speakers including AmyK
Hutchens, Simon Sinek, Jonah Berger,
Mark Sanborn, and Jon Meacham.

Southeastern has recently launched a
new school spirit campaign, known as
Fire 14. In addition to launching a football
booster program, the Fire 14 team will be
introducing a mascot along with a drumline
to play at the football games. The drumline
made its first debut at the university’s end
of the semester event, One Big Night.

In addition to speaking during the Forum,
Dr. Carson was also the keynote speaker at this year’s Gala, which raised over
$235,000 for scholarships.
PORTICO COFFEEHOUSE OPENS ON
CAMPUS
The lobby of the Pansler Alumni-Student
Union looks a bit different these days. The
space adjoining the bookstore has been
transformed into a sleek, industrial-styled
coffeehouse known as Portico Coffeehouse. Opened in the fall of 2013, Portico
has quickly become a gathering place for
students, faculty, staff, and people from the
community.
In addition to serving a great cup of coffee,
“the vision behind Portico is all about missions,” said senior house manager NAIDA
LINDBERG ’13. “All of our profits go to funding Destinations.” Destinations is the missions department at Southeastern.

JAZZ FESTIVAL
On April 2 and 3, Southeastern
hosted a Jazz Festival with
special guest Melvin Jones, a
performer, jazz lecturer, and
jazz ensemble director. Jones
also led several clinics each
day with the students. At
the end of the Festival,
the Southeastern Jazz
Band performed along
with several area
high schools.

MELVIN JONES

SEU.edu //
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ON CAMPUS

VISION ACTIVA: REACHING A NEED

“A mind for business. A heart for the world.”
This is the mission statement for Enactus, a student-led organization that involves students on
the Southeastern campus with the world around them.
their tutoring sessions. Some of the
English-learning students have since left
the program because of promotions or
new job opportunities – news the project
team loves to hear.
The tutors, made up of Southeastern students from many majors including English
& Intercultural Studies, Organizational
Leadership, and International Business, are
also gaining valuable experience and
knowledge.

SEU TUTOR ANNA ROA USING VISION ACTIVA LESSON PLANS TO WORK WITH A TUSCANA
RISTORANTE EMPLOYEE.

As the previous project manager for
Enactus, DIANA VELASQUEZ ’13, and her
team at the time, put their heads together
to come up with an idea for a project that
could have a lasting impact – not just on
the Southeastern campus, but also in their
surrounding community. The result was
Vision Activa.
Most of the women working in Tuscana
Ristorante,
the
restaurant
on
Southeastern’s campus, have little to no
background in English. As a result, their
interaction with the campus life is very
limited. Vision Activa seeks to help these
women with their English skills in order to
build confidence and provide them with
more opportunities in the workforce.

8
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“The program targets campus community
workers and business-minded personnel
for outreach,” said Diana.

Before they can begin, new tutors are
required to go through a four-week
training course on classroom and teaching
techniques, during which they shadow a
current tutor until they are ready to begin
on their own. Tutors learn how to approach
the student, how to connect with the
student on a more personal level, and how
to encourage the student to further his or
her English and job skills.

“Our goal was ‘Reaching a Need,’ and at that time
it was English. We saw the growing need there
was in the Hispanic community.” - Harold Page
The program began by reaching out to
workers on the campus, but has expanded
to a location in Lake Alfred, Fla. There, the
Vision Activa team teaches English to
people in the surrounding area. An
Assemblies of God church in Lake Alfred
has opened its facilities as a location for
the Southeastern student group to hold

“Our goal was ‘Reaching a Need,’ and at
that time it was English. We saw the
growing need there was in the Hispanic
community,” said Harold Page, the current
student director of Vision Activa.
Four of the students in the program have
taken and passed their citizenship test,

ON CAMPUS

which required a face-to-face interview in
English, and other students are studying to
pass their GED exams. These are exactly
the kind of skills that are being taught in
Vision Activa. Confidence is a very
important factor in the program, and with
the one-on-one tutoring provided, such
self-assurance is achieved. Diana said that
many of their students are working very
hard to learn English as an encouragement
to their children to push ahead in the world.
Vision Activa has also partnered with
Crystal Lake Elementary School, tutoring
29 students through English Language
Learners. The students are considered to
be in the red zone, meaning that they do
not speak much English, but this program
has helped the children develop
confidence.
“We are really focused on helping them
through teaching and tutoring them. We
would like to help them build confidence in
speaking English,” said Harold.
Over the last year, Vision Activa’s goal has
expanded, shifting from servicing only 25
people to more than 70 people in one year.
One of their more prominent changes was
moving from only teaching Spanish
speakers to helping people in the Central
Florida who speak various languages, such
as Mandarin, Creole, and Arabic.
As Vision Activa continues to flourish, their
future promises the opportunity to help
people from different language groups
and continue to watch their students
succeed with confidence.

DEBATE TEAM MAKES NATIONAL HEADWAY
The SEU Debate team, a new club on campus, has had a highly successful year. The
team was pioneered in the spring of 2013
by Christina Gard, assistant professor of
human services, and student Curran McQuade. In their first year of competition
they qualified for the annual National Forensics Association National Tournament,
the largest Lincoln Douglas debate tournament in the nation.
“I have been blown away by the caliber of
students we have attracted in debate and
highly impressed by their work ethic and
discipline. I am so proud of each of our SEU
Debaters and am excited for what the
future holds for SEU Debate,” said Gard.
In April, the SEU Debate team won a tournament at University of Central Florida in
Palm Bay, Fla. They competed against
schools including Miami Dade College, University of Central Florida, and Florida Gateway College. Then in February, they won
the Florida Intercollegiate Forensics Association (FIFA) State Championship in Co-

coa Beach, Fla. A few of the schools in attendance were Florida State University,
University of Florida, and Polk State College. In both debates, they were also
awarded several first, second, and third
place individual awards.

“As I told the team after our
rounds were over, I’m very
proud of all of them. They
put in the hours and now
they’re reaping the
results of that in the form
of a state championship
title. I couldn’t ask for a
better team.”

- Curran McQuade

SEU.edu //
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ON CAMPUS

CONSTRUCTION

Everywhere you look, the
campus is abuzz with new
construction as progress
continues on multiple
projects, including a football
stadium, a building to house
the College of Natural and
Health Sciences, a soccer
field, a rehearsal hall for the
Department of Music and a
Chick-fil-A.

One of the first projects to
be completed is the football
stadium. Consisting of 3,500 seats
with room for expansion, the
stadium will be completed in time
for the Fire’s first home game
against Warner University on
Saturday, September 13, 2014.
The football stadium is a threephase expansion project.
“Our new football stadium is the next step
in providing a full college experience for
our students, alumni and for the city of
Lakeland. We love our city and are excited
about what Fire football brings to our
campus and to our community,” said
President Kent Ingle.
Another large project in construction, the

10

// SUMMER 2014

College of Natural and Health Sciences
Building, is slated for completion by
February 2015 and will be a two-story,
28,000-square-foot facility. The facility,
located adjacent to the Bolin Building, will
include classrooms and lab space as well
as a nursing simulation laboratory. The
state-of-the-art building will be used to
train students in a variety of fields, including
students in the new bachelor’s of nursing
program that will launch this fall. The
university has been fully approved by the
Florida Board of Nursing for the prelicensure BSN Nursing Program.
“Our goal is to continue to provide marketviable degrees that empower Southeastern
graduates to enter the workforce as some
of the most sought-after employees in the
market,” said Ingle.

Construction began in July on a
2,750-square-foot facility that includes a
rehearsal hall for the Department of Music.
Slated for completion in October of 2014,
the facility, adjacent to the Spence Building,
will serve as a collaborative space for both
choral and jazz programs. A room will also
be dedicated to percussion storage,
including equipment for SEU’s drumline –
Fireline.
Additional construction projects underway
include the renovation of the Mi Casa Café
in the Pansler Alumni-Student Building to
house a Chick-fil-A Express and the
construction of the first phase of a soccer
complex on the north side of the campus.
Both projects are scheduled for completion
in time for the fall semester.

ON CAMPUS

2014 SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
9/6	AT FAULKNER (NAIA)
7:00 P.M.
9/13	WARNER (NAIA)
7:00 P.M.
9/20	AT CONCORDIA (USCAA)
12:00 P.M.
9/27 UNIVERSITY OF FAITH (ASCAA)
7:00 P.M.
10/4	EDWARD WATERS (NAIA)
7:00 P.M.
10/11	BIRMINGHAM SOUTHERN (DIII)
1:00 P.M.
10/18	AT AVE MARIA (NAIA)
1:00 P.M.
10/25	POINT (NAIA)
7:00 P.M.
11/1	AT WEBBER INTERNATIONAL (NAIA)
7:00 P.M.
11/8	LIMESTONE COLLEGE (DII)		
1:00 P.M.
11/15	AT BERRY UNIVERSITY (DIII)
Home games are listed in red.

SEU.edu //
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THIS ADVENTURE CALLED LIFE

THIS ADVENTURE
CALLED LIFE
President Kent Ingle’s first
book, This Adventure Called
Life: DiscoveringYour Divine
Design, was released in
the fall of 2013 and has
served as a great source of
encouragement and
empowerment to people. We
had a chance to sit down with
Dr. Ingle and ask him a few
questions about the book.

 OULD YOU BRIEFLY DESCRIBE WHAT
C
YOUR BOOK IS ABOUT?

The book is essentially centered on the
theme presented in Ephesians 2:10 which
states that we are God’s masterpiece.
We’re all created by God to accomplish
great things according to His good plan. He
divinely designed you for a mission and
intentionally embedded in you certain
gifts, talents and abilities. My book
discusses the practical ways that you can
discover your divine design and maximize
who you were created to be.

W
 HAT INSPIRED YOU TO WRITE THIS
BOOK?

This idea has been a lifetime in the making,
but I suppose it truly started with my

12
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grandmother, Zeda Sunderwirth, who
inspired me at a very young age with
Ephesians 2:10. She helped me understand
the creative process of life and to always
cooperate with God – The Master Artist –
as He shapes and molds us into His
masterpiece.

W
 HAT KIND OF SIGNIFICANCE DOES IT
HAVE ON CAMPUS AT SEU?

We’ve begun to use this book in some of
our curriculum. In fact, a class that I teach
– SEU101 – is an introductory course that
every student takes. In the class, they learn
about our mission and goal for them while
they’re at Southeastern. This is the book
we use in the course as it gives students
the tools they need to discover their
mission and calling in life.

C
 AN READERS ANTICIPATE ANY
UPCOMING BOOKS?

I’m currently in the midst of another
writing project. I’m very excited about this
book and I hope that it will also serve as a
source of encouragement to people as
they journey through life. I plan to go
deeper into the disciplines that I’ve
cultivated into my life that have helped me
learn more about who God wants me to be
and how I can become more effective in
living life for His glory.
It’s an exciting time at Southeastern
University as so many remarkable things
are happening. God is using SEU to equip
the next generation of Christ-followers to
reach this world with a new level of
effectiveness for His kingdom’s sake.

Scan the QR code to watch a trailer about Dr. Ingle’s book.You can also read more
of his thoughts on his blog at KentIngle.com. Follow Dr. Ingle on Twitter @KentIngle.

TRANSFORMING LIVES AT THE DREAM CENTER

TRANSFORMING LIVES AT THE DREAM CENTER
Many people have found that no matter how organized their life plan is, God can still steer it into a
different path. Steve Hill ’07, ’08 (MA), program director for the Dream Center in Lakeland, Fla.,
found this to be true for him when he came to Southeastern University.
Originally, when Steve pictured his future,
he saw himself going into youth ministry.
“Youth ministry had played a significant role
in the development of my faith, and I wanted
to be part of sharing that with others,” said
Steve.
Steve’s youth pastor, PHIL KEENE ’94, was
the one who convinced him to check out
Southeastern. One visit to the campus, and
Steve knew this was the place he was meant
to go.
During his time at Southeastern, he felt God

starting to steer him in a new direction.
Through Southeastern and mentors in his
life, Steve was exposed to a wider scope of
ministry than what he had considered.
His very first semester at Southeastern in
2004, Steve met Pastor Mike Cooper, the
current executive director for the Dream
Center, originally the Freedom Center,
through the practicum program at
Southeastern. Mike was working at
Carpenter’s Home at the time, but he
encouraged Steve to get involved with as
much ministry as he could.

Even after he finished his practicum hours,
Steve continued to work with Mike, following
Mike from the Carpenter’s Home to Evangel
Christian, then eventually to the Dream
Center.
In 2009, both Steve and Mike started
working at the Dream Center full time, after
having volunteered and having worked part
time for a couple of years. “It was the right
door,” Steve said.
Currently, as the program director, he
manages volunteers, such as missions
teams or Southeastern students. He also

“WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT SOUTHEASTERN’S PARTNERSHIP. IT IS INCREDIBLE TO SEE HOW MANY
STUDENTS HAVE GRADUATED FROM SOUTHEASTERN AND HAVE PLUGGED IN HERE,” SAID STEVE.
leads a few of the programs and handles
donations. He estimates that around 90
percent of the volunteers are Southeastern
students.
“We couldn’t do it without Southeastern’s
partnership. It is incredible to see how many
students have graduated from Southeastern
and have plugged in here,” said Steve.
One of the highlights of his job is being able
to see lives transformed. When Steve first
started he had his hesitations; he wondered
how many lives would really be changed
through this ministry.

“There is a frustration of seeing people
come from rock bottom, but you can look
back and see that there are lives that have
been changed. It changed my perspective,
seeing that there is nothing that God
cannot turn around,” said Steve.
SEU.edu //
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ALUMNI RECONNECT AT DAYSTAR
During their times at
Southeastern, Rose
(Woodward) Howard ’03
was the editor of the
yearbook, Anthony Knighton
’03 was the editor of the Torch
newspaper, Mike Bennett ’03
was running tech for just
about everything on campus,
Amanda Gross ’05 was
working on SCTV news, and
Andrew Harley ’10 was
hosting RAW TV and was the
director for the chapel
production team.

ALUMNI WORKING WITH MARCUS AND JONI LAMB.

they were still
Southeastern.

LEFT TO RIGHT: ANTHONY, AMANDA,
ROSE, AND MIKE

Little did they know that their paths would
all cross again in Dallas, Texas, working to
write and produce programs that would be
seen throughout the world for Daystar, one
of the largest Christian television networks
in the world. Through their work at Daystar,
they have gone on to win numerous
Emmys, regional and national awards.
The five SEU alumni, who were all
communications majors, are intricately
involved with the production of several
internationally televised programs at
Daystar. Their friendships and journeys
into their present careers all began while
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undergraduates

at

“I took practically every communications
class I could while I was at Southeastern,”
said Michael, Daystar’s production
coordinator. He interned at the campus
television studio, working with STEVE ’00
and ROXANE GRINER ’98. “I practically
lived and slept at the studio,” he said.
Southeastern’s program provided lots of
opportunities for the students to gain
hands-on experience, and it also gave
them the opportunity to build connections
and network. The catalyst for Michael’s
move came from the relationships he
created while he was still a student.
The first of the five to be hired by Daystar
was Rose. When she first started working
for Daystar in 2003, the network only had
40 million viewers in the U.S. In the past 11
years, she has watched the company grow
to having over 110 million viewers in the
U.S. alone and broadcasting in 74 countries.

“It’s been really cool to see the growth and
to have been here since we were at the
ground level,” said Rose. “We get emails
and letters from people in different
countries, such as Saudi Arabia and Iraq,
saying this is our church; this is how we get
the gospel.”
After only working two years for Daystar,
Rose was promoted to producer over the
network’s flagship show Celebration, which
is now known as Marcus and Joni, allowing
her to hire someone else on, so she called
Anthony and hired him to work with her.
From there, she went on to hire Mike in
2008 and eventually he recommended
hiring Amanda. Andrew was the most
recent to join the team. The Daystar team
all work together to film different shows
that air throughout the year.
The program, Marcus and Joni, features
Daystar’s founders, Marcus and Joni Lamb.
During the course of the program, the
Lambs move from set to set in the

ALUMNI RECONNECT AT DAYSTAR

network’s two studios. The program
features special guests such as Joel
Osteen, Joseph Prince and Israel
Houghton.
Another show the Daystar team films is
Joni Table Talk, a one-hour program that
airs live three times a week. Rose is senior
producer for the talk show. Her work
includes making sure every detail of the
program goes according to plan through
prepping Joni before the show, calling the
guests prior to the interview, deciding what
to write for the shows, and taping the
shows. While the show is airing, Mike is in
the control room, serving as the production
coordinator for the entire network of
Daystar. As the senior writer and associate
producer of the show, Anthony sits close by
listening to the program and writing any rewrites on the fly.
In the eight years Anthony has worked for
Daystar, he has been able to pursue his
dream of writing, including the completion
of his first novel. Alongside longtime friend
Rose, the two of them have worked on Joni
Table Talk together and have been able to
develop several in-house specialty programs, including the youth music show
Check the Sound. Their work partnership
was shaped at Southeastern, when they
took several classes together, worked with
environmental services and assisted in the
university’s public relations department.

“I’ll never forget the yearbook theme my
senior year – Think, Dream, Believe. It has
really become a personal mantra, because
SEU taught me to be forward thinking in
my relationships, to dream big and to dare
to believe that we all can achieve what we
dream,” said Anthony.
Since working at Daystar, Amanda has

Lamb, and features the guests that appear
on the live program that day.
Amanda also spearheads the production
of the network president’s preaching
centered broadcast, Marcus Lamb
Empowered by the Spirit. Andrew sits close
by as the assistant producer of the show.
He is the fifth and most recent addition to

[ “Working at Daystar actually reminds me of the Comm.
Department of Southeastern. It’s a great studio with
talented people and so much opportunity to learn. I feel so
fortunate to be producing excellent media at a place with a
godly mission as a part of a team that likes each other.” ]
ANDREW HARLEY

seen her dream of missions and media
come to life, an idea that was engraved on
her while at Southeastern.
“It’s always been a dream of mine to work
in missions and media,” said Amanda. “And
the staff really helped me realize that I
didn’t have to choose between a ministry
and a communications degree. I could
accomplish both. It’s the heart behind what
you do.”
Through her dream, she has successfully
produced three missions-oriented documentaries for the network, covering the
countries of Israel and South Africa. She
plans to use her skills in production to help
bring light to mission projects around the
world, including an upcoming project in
Guatemala with Gateway Church in
Southlake, Texas.
Amanda serves as the lead producer on
two Daystar original programs. One of the
programs that she is the lead producer of
is The Green Room, which is filmed prior to
the recording of Marcus and Joni. The
short program is hosted by the Lamb’s son
and daughter-in-law, Jonathan and Suzy

the Daystar team. The only team member
he knew before joining was Amanda, who
he met when she was working at Victory
Church in Lakeland, Fla.
As the most recent hire, Andrew started
working for Daystar in April. Prior to that,
he worked at Calvary Church in Irving,
Texas, for almost four years. He decided to
apply online to work for Daystar as he had
a passion for broadcast. Besides being an
assistant producer of Marcus Lamb
Empowered by the Spirit, Andrew also
assists other producers where help is
needed.
“Working at Daystar actually reminds me
of the Comm. Department of Southeastern.
It’s a great studio with talented people and
so much opportunity to learn. I feel so
fortunate to be producing excellent media
at a place with a godly mission as a part of
a team that likes each other,” said Andrew.
As the five alumni have continued to see
much success, they see their mission as
fulfilling the university’s belief in being
“Salt and Light” to the billions that view
Daystar.
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TOMAS LARES:

NOT ON MY WATCH
Tomas is a modern-day abolitionist. Since
he was introduced to the human trafficking
epidemic in 2004, he has led seminars and
co-founded several organizations: the East
Coast Trafficking Task Force, Florida
Abolitionist, and the Greater Orlando
Human Trafficking Task Force. The Orlando
task forces were the first human trafficking
organizations based in Orlando.
Today 20.9 million people are enslaved all
over the world, according to the
International Labour Organization. In the
United States alone, there are 2.5 million
trafficked individuals — adults and children.
The term “human trafficking” includes sex
trafficking, involuntary labor, domestic
servitude, and organ trafficking.
Tomas’ journey toward advocacy for
human trafficking victims began with his
faith. He says that Psalm 89:14 is a scripture
that has impacted his life. “God used my
time at Southeastern to prepare me for
what I am doing right now,” he said.
A few years after graduating with a
psychology degree, he accepted a position
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“Slavery is alive today in the 21st century,” said Tomas
Lares ’94, chairman of the Greater Orlando Human
Trafficking Task Force.
at a mental health hospital in Melbourne,
Fla., where he worked with patients who
were psychotic, suicidal, or suffering from
other mental disorders. Those years
prepared him to be a voice “for one who
doesn’t have a voice.” In 2002, he founded
Links of Hope, a faith-based child abuse
prevention agency that is still active today;
again he saw injustices happening to
another segment of society without a voice.
“We cannot be silent as Christians,” said
Tomas. “Jesus came to set the captives
free, and I believe as Christians we are to
follow in His steps — binding up the brokenhearted and proclaiming liberty to the
captives. We have to be abolitionists.”
In 2004 Tomas was collaborating with a
faith-based director of United Way and received an invitation from U.S. Sen. Sam
Brownback of Kansas to a meeting where
Brownback shared with his staff the human
trafficking global epidemic. It was Tomas’
introduction to human trafficking and the
severity of the problem. “I was shocked at
the reports,” he says. He got further in-

volved locally in Central Florida and around
the state, and eventually founded Florida
Abolitionist, which is an anti-human trafficking Florida-based non-profit organization that networks and facilitates preventative and restorative solutions to ending
modern-day slavery.
Through his anti-trafficking work, he met
many stakeholders also working to abolish
this horror — people in the faith-based
world, non-profits, government, child
advocacy, law enforcement, the courts, and
more. He knew that if he could unite these
advocates under one umbrella, they could
accomplish more than they could working
on their own. So in 2013, he founded
Greater Orlando Human Trafficking Task
Force (GOHTTF). Just one year after
launch, more than 60 organizations are
members and the task force stretches
across eight counties in the state with 15
subcommittees focusing on everything
from legislation, awareness, education, and
victim services.
Last month alone, 13 victims were rescued

TOMAS LARES: NOT ON MY WATCH

legislative advocacy, and victim services.
One of Florida Abolitionist’s five-year goals
is to have statistical evidence of a reduction
in the number of human trafficking cases
and to secure funding to expand victim
services. Tomas acknowledges that human
trafficking may never fully end, but his goal
is to provide a national model for addressing
the issue and to increase the number of
victims who come forward in search of
help.

in Central Florida. Through his work with
GOHTTF and Florida Abolitionist, Tomas
often serves as a middleman between
authorities and victims. Through his
collaboration with the police department,
he determines the appropriate services or
actions to be taken in each case, including
finding a counselor for the victim, a social
worker, an attorney, and a safe place for her
(or him) to stay.
“Although we work primarily in the Central
Florida area, our work does not solely
happen in Florida, as we have helped
victims return to other states,” said Tomas.
Tomas urges the community to work
together against this crime. “It’s the only
way we’re going to make a dent. With God,
we can,” he said.
Society tends to avoid problems that seem
overwhelming and this subject is no
different. Tomas is often shocked at the
denial involved in this epidemic. “People
turn a blind eye,” he says. “The shock of
finding out this is happening not just in
some foreign country but right in their own
backyard is overwhelming for them. They
ask me to stop talking and even walk away.”
Tomas’ goal is bridging the gap between
rescued victims and restoration. He speaks

of a lack of resources for survivors. “The
infrastructure in Central Florida is currently
incapable of providing victim-centered,
trauma-informed care and support that is
needed for the increasing number of
victims that are rescued,” he says.
“Unless they receive very specialized, targeted, and compassionate help, they often
return to the only thing they know: their
trafficker and the human trafficking subculture. That’s why GOHTTF works to bring
together more than a dozen subcommittees ranging from law enforcement to
housing and provide seamless services and
a victim-centered approach,” Tomas said.
Tomas’ own ministry, Florida Abolitionist,
focuses on prayer, awareness, outreach,

“Righteousness
and justice are
the habitation of
thy throne: mercy
and truth shall go
before thy face.”
PSALM 89:14 KJ2000

January 25, 2014, marked the 6th annual
Human Trafficking Awareness Day in
Florida, founded by Tomas. This is the
largest human trafficking event in Central
Florida, with an attendance of more than
6,000 people. The event’s purpose is to
address modern-day slavery and the
exploitation of children. Several activities
for children were provided, as well as guest
speakers and a human trafficking survivor
who shared her story in order to bring
awareness and understanding of this crime.
Tomas is currently involved in partnerships
with churches, ministries, and businesses.
He surveys projects, business outreaches,
awareness events, and human trafficking
trainings and presentations. One of his
upcoming events is the National Weekend
of Prayer to End Slavery and Trafficking,
which he co-founded and co-directs. The
event will take place from January 9-11,
2015, with the intent of bringing awareness
of human trafficking and “inspiring people
of faith to stand unified in prayer that leads
to action.”
“It’s a cause no one can ignore,” said Tomas.
“One victim is too many. We desire to be
like the individuals of compassion who
stood against slavery more than 150 years
ago. The time has come once again to
shout, ‘NOT ON MY WATCH.’”
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VOLLEYBALL

Fire volleyball enjoyed a bounce-back
season in 2013, going 20-15 and finishing second in The Sun Conference. They
won their last six consecutive conference
games, including a come-from-behind
victory over St. Thomas to receive a first
round bye in the conference tournament.
The Fire also knocked off NCAA Division I
Bethune-Cookman 3-0 to claim their first
win over a Division I squad in program
history. Leading the turnaround was junior Carol Reis, who led the conference
in hitting percentage, kills, and blocking.
Reis was named The Sun Conference
Player of the Year and First Team AllConference. Sophomore Monica Lowe
and senior Christi Limpert were named
Second Team All-Conference. Senior Laura Ackart was selected to the Capital One
Academic All-American second team, finishing her career second all-time in program history in career aces.
MEN’S CROSS-COUNTRY

In the second year of
cross country, the Fire
made major strides under coach Paul Kurtz.
The season started with
Southeastern University
hosting their first meet at
Holloway Park. The men
capped this historic night

// ASHLY DUREN MOVES PAST A WEBBER DEFENDER.

by winning their first meet in program
history. They also went on to capture the
NCCAA Division I South Region championship, winning the Southern Wesleyan
Warrior Invitational. At The Sun Conference meet, sophomore Kyler Kathman
broke the school 8K record
with a time of 26:17, helping
the Fire finish fourth. Grant
Forbis was selected as the
conference’s Champion of
Character Award winner.
WOMEN’S CROSS-COUNTRY

// LUCAS SHANNON AND
STEPHEN PENA

On the women’s side, freshman Anna Ahrens set the

school 5K record at the South CarolinaBeaufort Sand Shark Invitational with
a time of 19:47. Fellow freshman Kaitlyn
Jones also helped the Fire by breaking
the 20-minute barrier at The Sun Conference meet, where the team finished
fourth. Senior Cynthia Melendez-Flynn
was the Champion of Character Award
winner for the conference.
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

After dropping their first four games of
the season, the Fire bounced back to finish with a 20-12 record, and in second
place in The Sun Conference. This was the
first 20-win season in women’s basketball

WOMEN’S SOCCER

The women’s soccer team struggled during Bronson Gambale’s first season as head coach. Of their first five games, the Fire lost three
by a combined three goals. All three of the deciding goals were scored in the final six minutes of the game. Despite their difficult season,
the team showed moments of brilliance, scoring their first win in program history over Webber International, winning at Point University
1-0, and notching a 5-0 Sun Conference victory over Ave Maria. Currently, Gambale has been busy on the recruiting trail trying to add to
his roster for the 2014 season.

18

// SUMMER 2014

ATHLETICS

history at Southeastern.
Huntington 84-76 in the
The Fire also added their
first round, the Fire upset
first win in the confer#1 and defending chamence tournament in propion Cardinal Stritch 71gram history, downing
70 on a 3-pointer with
Warner University 76-64
0.2 seconds remaining
to advance to the league
by Dwayne Johnson.
semifinals. For his efforts,
With a win the next day
head coach Drew Watover #9 Davenport, the
son was named The Sun
Fire advanced to the Fab
Conference Coach of the
Four, falling to eventual
// DWAYNE JOHNSON
Year. Alyssa Ramos was
national champion Indinamed the conference’s Freshman of the
ana Wesleyan. Johnson was selected as
Year and First Team All-Conference after
the first First Team All-American in proaveraging 11.2 points per game. Senior
gram history, and the Fire finished the
Rachel Turner was selected as the Defenseason ranked third in the final poll.
sive Player of the Year.

haven. They also won three out of four
against NCAA Division II Eckerd College.
The team finished third in The Sun Conference with a 10-6 league record and
were 36-17 overall. Senior Kim Pierce was
named The Sun Conference Player of the
Year, after leading the conference in batting average at .462.

Johnson signed a contract
MEN’S BASKETBALL

The men’s basketball team compiled a
season for the record books. After starting the year with an exhibition against
NCAA Division I Florida State in Tallahassee, the Fire knocked off seven Top 25
teams. Like the women’s team, the men’s
basketball team picked up their first win
in the conference tournament, defeating
Webber International 100-93 to advance
to the league semifinals. The Fire received one of 32 bids to the NAIA Division
II National Tournament in Point Lookout,
Mo., becoming just the second program in
school history to qualify for an NAIA National Championship. After beating #16

with the Liepajas Lauvas
of Latvia’s Ltvijas
Basketbola Liga and will
begin his first pro season
in August.
SOFTBALL

After starting the season 10-7, the Fire
won 14 of their next 18 games, including
a 3-1 record at the Gulf Coast Invitational,
where they knocked off NAIA Top 10 opponents Auburn-Montgomery and Bel-

// COACH ANNA
WELSH TALKS
STRATEGY
WITH SENIOR
JEN HEDRICK
DURING A GAME
AT ECKERD.

MEN’S SOCCER

Men’s soccer finished their season at 10-9-2 and 4-5-1 in The Sun Conference to earn a bid to the league tournament. They recorded the
program’s first Sun Conference playoff win, defeating Webber International 3-2 to advance to the Final Four. The team also scored a 2-1
win over Bob Jones University in the NCCAA Division I South Regional before falling to Shorter 3-1 in the Regional Semifinal. Junior
Shane Jones was selected First Team All-Conference and was the league’s Champion of Character Award winner. In addition, Jones was
selected NCCAA Second Team All-American.
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MEN’S TENNIS

In the second season of men’s tennis, the
Fire improved their season record to 7-7,
coming up just short of their first berth
in the conference tournament, losing
a tiebreaker by a single point. Junior
Gelawdiyos Haile became the first men’s
tennis player in school history named to
the All-Conference Team. Haile went 10-3
at #1 singles and teamed with Akeem
Byron to go 10-4 at #1 doubles.
WOMEN’S TENNIS

Women’s tennis finished with a 9-7 record
and earned a berth in The Sun Conference
Tournament, falling 5-1 to #7 SCAD
Savannah. During the season, the Fire took
on five teams that were ranked in the Top
25; all were conference opponents. After
receiving Second Team All-Conference
honors a year ago, senior Sadietou Mayou
was named First Team All-Conference,
after compiling an 11-3 record at #1 singles.
Sophomore Alexis Quinn became the
fifth-straight women’s tennis player to win
the conference’s Champion of Character
Award for creating the Cool to Be Kind
anti-bullying campaign.
BASEBALL

Baseball locked up a spot in the NAIA
National Tournament by claiming their
first Sun Conference Tournament
Championship, posting a 4-0 record during
the week. They capped the tournament off
with consecutive shutouts of perennial
powerhouse Embry-Riddle. At the national
tournament, the Fire won their first two
games of the opening round against
William Woods and St. Francis, but fell to
host Georgia Gwinnett twice, finishing their
season 46-16. Junior first baseman Bryan
Muniz was selected as The Sun Conference
Player of the Year, and freshmen Luis Diaz
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and Ricky DeArmas were named First
Team All-Conference.

Muniz was drafted by the
Houston Astros in the 22nd
round of the Major League
Baseball 2014 First Year Player
Draft on June 7th.
Muniz signed his contract with the Astros
the following week, and was assigned
to Greenville Astros of the Appalachian
Rookie League. The Sun Conference Player
of the Year made his professional debut on
June 20th, going 1-for-4 with an RBI.

Following the draft, outfielder
Austin Davis signed a free
agent contract with the Toronto
Blue Jays.
Davis was assigned to the Bluefield Blue
Jays also of the Appalachian League. He
also made his first professional start on
June 20th, going 0-for-2, but recorded his
first hit as a pro the next day.
MEN’S GOLF

A year after becoming the first
Southeastern team to qualify for an
NAIA National Tournament, the men’s
golf team took to the links in the fall,

// JUNIOR PATRICK KINNEY DELIVERS
A PITCH AT NORTHWOOD.

winning their fall invitational at The Club
at Eaglebrooke. The men’s team started
the spring season by finishing fifth at the
Titan Winter Invitational, headlined by Kyle
Martin’s school and course record round
of 62. The team failed to qualify for the
NAIA National Championship this year,
but Martin received an individual at-large
berth to the NAIA National Tournament at
LPGA International, finishing 47th.
WOMEN’S GOLF

The women’s team took to the course
for the first time this season and won
an invitational, taking the title at the
Tennessee Wesleyan Spring Classic.
Freshman Andrea Lopez won medalist
honors as well. They went on to finish fifth
at The Sun Conference Championship.

// MEN’S GOLF CELEBRATES THEIR VICTORY AT THE SEU FALL INVITATIONAL.
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ALUMNI NEWS
There are several exciting clubs and campaigns for our
alumni to be a part of while receiving discounts and
while staying involved in the growth of Southeastern.
FIRE CLUB
Are you interested in supporting Fire Athletics? With the ever-growing
anticipation of Fire football, alumni have the opportunity to be a part
of this exciting advancement through a membership in the Fire
Club. There are numerous benefits from being a Fire Club member,
including having your name in the game program, home and away
ticket priority, a named brick in the football stadium, discount cards,
and more. A Fire Club tent will also be open before kickoff for each
home football game for all levels of Fire Club members.

// For more information about the Fire Club or to sign up today,

please visit seufire.com/fireclub or contact Buddy Mason,
director of athletic advancement, at (863) 667-5278. You
may also email us at fireclub@seu.edu.

FIRE FOOTBALL STADIUM - HOW TO GET THE BEST SEATS IN THE HOUSE

With Fire football heating up, now is the time to make sure you have a great seat for the games! The best way to do this is through our Legacy
Premium Chair-Backed Seat program. This program gives you the opportunity to select your seat from the available reserved chair-backed
seats. Additionally, your name will be on the seat and you will have first rights to that seat for the next 10 years. The $2,000 one-time cost can
be set up on a payment plan and includes season tickets for the first year. All Legacy Premium Chair-Backed Seat purchasers will also be given
a free one-year membership in the Fire Club at the “Coach’s” level (a $250 Value).
// Please contact Buddy Mason at (863)

667-5278 for details or email bdmason@seu.edu.
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seu alumni
9/6

// To

donate, you send a text to 50155 in this form “seu2012 $5”
(without quotes). This will link you to a page to donate $5 from
the Class of 2012. For 1995 it would be “seu1995 $5” (without
quotes). The amount can change, and seu before the year is
not case sensitive.

ALUMNI LIBRARY BENEFITS
As alumni, you have the opportunity to access the Southeastern
library databases, even after graduation. All you need to do is
send an email to Kathy Kempa and you will be given a password
to access the databases. You also can obtain a reduced-price
community card for only $20 a year to check other items out of
the library. Members of the Alumni Advantage Club receive library
borrowing privileges at no additional cost. For more information
about library privileges, contact kfkempa@seu.edu.
ALUMNI ADVANTAGE CLUB
Another great opportunity we are offering alumni is membership
in the Alumni Advantage Club, a discount program created
specifically for Southeastern’s Alumni Association. This is an
exceptional way for you to receive over $4,500 in discounts
at local and national retailers while supporting scholarships
for Southeastern students. You can enjoy outstanding savings
from major companies, such as AMC Entertainment, Southwest
Airlines, Walt Disney World Resort, and many more for just $10 a
month.
// For

more information about the Alumni Advantage Club or
to sign up today, please visit www.seu.edu/alumni or contact
Priya Arul, director of alumni relations at (863) 667-5400. You
may also email pfarul@seu.edu.
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STAY IN TOUCH

iGave5 CAMPAIGN
If you’ve never supported your alma mater, you might want to
consider making a gift through the iGave5 campaign. This campaign is targeted toward young alumni to help increase scholarships for the current and the future students of Southeastern
University. You can give a gift of $5 or more through text. Please
include your class year.

SAVE THE DATE
Inauguration Football Game
Mark your calendar for Saturday, September 6, for SEU’s
first-ever football game and a tailgate reunion at Faulkner
University in Montgomery, Ala. The tailgate party will begin
at 4 p.m. and kickoff is at 7 p.m.
Fire Football Stadium Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 4:30 p.m.
Come out and see the new stadium and join the SEU
community for this special ceremony.
First Home Fire Football Game – 7:00 p.m.
Cheer the Fire on at their first home game against Warner
University. Contact Buddy Mason at bdmason@seu.edu or
(863) 667-5278 for details about reserved seating for the
game.
Homecoming 2014 – October 24 & 25
Join other SEU alumni for dinner and special reunions for
the Class of 1964 (celebrating 50 years) and the Class of
1989 (celebrating 25 years). Be on the lookout for more
details!
Israel Alumni and Friends Trip
If a trip to Israel is on your bucket list, check out this
opportunity to travel with fellow SEU alumni. Two of our
religion faculty – Dr. Joe Davis and Dr. Charles Gaulden –
will lead this trip May 14-23. For more information, please
visit www.theisraeladventure.com or contact Priya Arul at
pfarul@seu.edu or (863) 667-5400.

To keep getting the latest Southeastern news, make sure
all of your contact information is up-to-date (mailing
address, email, phone number). Submit changes online to:
alumni@seu.edu or complete the enclosed update form.
If you know an alum who is not receiving this publication
and would like to, please have them contact us.

REUNIONS

REUNIONS
ATLANTA, GA

More than
70 alumni
gathered
in Atlanta
for a day of
leadership
training at
Chick-fil-A
headquarters
and a reunion
dinner.

DALLAS, TX

Alumni
enjoyed
reconnecting
and making
new friends in
Dallas.
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COMMENCEMENT
Congratulations to our 2013-14 graduates!
Southeastern held its 77th graduation ceremony
on May 2, with 310 graduating students and 76
students graduating with master’s degrees.
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HOMECOMING

CLASS OF 1963 CELEBRATING 50 YEARS AT THE HOMECOMING REUNION.

Come together! There’s nothing more
fun than coming together with friends,
and that is what our Fall Homecoming
2013 celebrated. Take a look through
our photo gallery to see who was here!
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HOMECOMING

MELONY BELL '08 (THIRD FROM LEFT), A POLK COUNTY COMMISSIONER,
WAS THE GRAND MARSHAL FOR OUR HOMECOMING.

KARL PANSLER '82
SHARES HIS PASSION
AND SUPPORT FOR
BRINGING THE
FOOTBALL PROGRAM
TO SOUTHEASTERN.

CAROL ZOFFINGER '05, FOUNDER OF ZOE'S JOURNEY, RECEIVING AN
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD.
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GENERAL COUNCIL

2013

GENERAL COUNCIL
Nearly 2,000 alumni
and friends attended the
Southeastern University
reunion event at the Peabody
Hotel during the 2013
General Council of the
Assemblies of God in Orlando,
Fla., in early August. A special
dinner before the reunion
honored Chancellor Tommy
Barnett’s 60 years in ministry.
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FACULTY FEATS

SHEILA ABRAHAM, associate professor of
biology, and [ 2 ] DR. DEBORAH HAZELBAKER, dean of the
College of Natural and Health Sciences, were selected to
participate in The Ledger interview for “Wonderful
Women in Education.”
[ 1 ] DR.

FACULTY
FEATS

[ 3 ] DR. PETER ALTHOUSE,
[1]

[2]

professor of religion and
theology, recently co-wrote a book titled Catch the Fire,
which is currently in the process of being published. The
book explores the developments of the charismatic
renewal during the 1980s and 1990s.

[ 4 ] DR. KEN ARCHER, professor of theology, spoke at the

[3]

[4 ]

[5]

[6]

seventh annual Pentecostal Symposium at Princeton
Theological Seminary. The topic was “Inspiration,
Interpretation, and Proclamation: The Interface Between
the Holy Spirit and Holy Scripture.” He also co-authored
an article, “Getting Lost in the Wilderness: Looking for
Peace in All the Wrong Places,” which was published in
the Brethren Life and Thought.
[ 5 ] DR. MELISSA ARCHER, assistant professor of biblical
studies, successfully defended her Ph.D. dissertation at
the University of Bangor.
[ 6 ] DR. SAM BENNETT,

[7]

[8]

[9]

[10]

professor of education, was
recently named the Tampa Bay Big Brother of the Year.
His involvement in Big Brothers/Big Sisters has been
extensive, including serving on the Community Resource
Board and helping with recruitment.

[ 7 ] DR. LINDA BOWLIN,

associate professor of criminal
justice, was recently awarded her Ph.D. in business
administration with a specialization in criminal justice
from Northcentral University in Prescott, Ariz.

professor of finance, received an
appointment as a Visiting Research Scholar at the
prestigious Social Science Research Institute (SSRI) at
Duke University. Bowlin has been working closely with Dr.
Dan Ariely, one of the world’s most notable scholars in
the emerging field of behavioral economics, and his
colleagues at SSRI. Additionally, Bowlin was elected vice
chairperson of the Board of Directors for the International
Assembly for Collegiate Business Education (IACBE).

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

[16]

[17]

[18]

[ 9 ] DR. SHUDONG BRAAMSE,

[22]

DR. BRIAN CARROLL ’06 & ’07 (MBA), executive vice
president, successfully defended his doctoral
dissertation, “Testing Servant Leadership Theory CrossCulturally: A Comparative Empirical Study Between India
and the United States.” His research was the first cross-

[19]
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[ 8 ] DR. LYLE BOWLIN,

[11]
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[20]

[21]

associate professor of
music, presented voice master classes at Anhui Normal
University, Weifang College, Jiangsu Normal University
and National Kuangye University in China. She also gave
a recital in Wuhu, China.

FACULTY FEATS

cultural empirical comparative analysis
of servant leadership between India and
the United States. Carroll was enrolled in
Regent University’s Ph.D. in Organizational
Leadership program with a concentration in
Entrepreneurship.
[10] DR. JOE CHILDS, dean of the College of
Business and Legal Studies, will be serving as
a vice president of the Executive Board of the
Lakeland Area Chamber of Commerce,
chairing the Talent Development Committee;
he has also been asked to serve on the board
of the newly formed Downtown Lakeland
Vision Task Force.

DR. ROBERT CROSBY ’80, professor of religion,

presented his paper at the Society of
Pentecostal Studies conference at Seattle
Pacific University. The paper was on “Holiness
& Leadership: Joshua’s Preparation for
Advancing the People of God into the Places
of Promise” and has also been included in a
new book, A Future for Holiness: Pentecostal
Explorations. Crosby also had the opportunity
to interview Mark Burnett and his wife Roma
Downey for Christianity Today about their
five-week miniseries, The Bible. Recently, the
annual Outreach Magazine 100 issue
included a lead article he wrote, “Megachurch
Trends.” He and his wife, Pamela, speak at
leadership conferences and events on The
Teaming Church and The Teaming Couple.
Also, he released his book The One Jesus
Loves, this spring.
DR. CHARLIE DAWES, assistant professor of
practical ministry, successfully defended his
dissertation, “The Jesus Prayer and
Pentecostals: A Fresh Proposal for
Pentecostal Formation,” at George Fox
Evangelical Seminary in Portland, Ore.
[11] ALISA DEBORDE, assistant professor of
English, recently presented a paper, “Trauma
and Sublimity in Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s
‘Runaway Slave at Pilgrim’s Point,’” at the
Southeastern Regional Meeting of the
Conference of Christianity and Literature in
Palm Beach, Fla.
[12] DR. JANET DECK,

associate professor of
reading, presented her research titled “Using
Family Literacy Training to Address Summer
Reading Loss” at the International Reading
Association’s annual convention in San
Antonio, Texas.

ANNABELLE GARDINER, associate professor

of violin, performed as part of a string
quartet for Josh Groban’s live event, All That
Echoes, at the Home Shopping Network
Studios. The event was broadcasted live on
HSN and HSN.com and featured original
songs by Groban. Gardiner was also a
featured soloist with Polk County’s Imperial
Symphony Orchestra in February. She
performed Vaughn Williams’ “The Lark
Ascending” at the Lakeland Center.
BILL HACKETT, provost, taught
Homiletics seminars to candidates for
ministerial license in the Peninsular Florida
and Ohio Districts of the Assemblies of God.
He has taught in those districts for more
than five years.

[13] DR.

[14] DR. BILL HAHN,

professor of accounting,
and [15] DR. CHRIS FAIRCHILD, associate
professor of accounting, were awarded “Best
Paper” in Pedagogical Research at the
Christian Business Faculty Association. The
paper was entitled “The Introductory
Financial Accounting Course: A Longitudinal
Study of a Results Oriented Approach to
Course Pedagogy and Its Impact on Student
Achievement.” Hahn also co-authored a
forensic accounting textbook entitled
Forensic Accounting, which was published by
Pearson/Prentice-Hall.

paper is titled “Assessing Missional Ministries
in the Pentecostal Church—Traditions, Trials,
and Trends.” He also spoke at the 20th
anniversary of Hope Assembly in Mongolia,
the first church he helped to plant in that
country.
[18] DR. CHARLES HULIN,

associate professor
of music, performed and spoke at the Lasker
Summer Music Festival, a performing arts
festival in northeastern North Carolina. He
also presented a concert of his own hymnbased compositions in Virginia at the opening
event of the Conference of the Hymn Society
in the United States and Canada.

[19] DR. MARLEEN MILNER, professor of social
work, had an article accepted for publication
in the Journal of Christianity and Social
Work. The article was entitled “Adding Virtue
by Learning to Co-Labor with Christ.” Milner
was also selected by the National Association
of Social Work (Heartland Unit) as social
worker educator of the year. She received an
award at the annual NASW Social Work
Celebration this spring.
[20] DR. CHAD NEUMAN,

associate professor
of communication and journalism/graphic
design, received his Ph.D. in communications
from Regent University.

OLD, assistant professor of
Spanish, was recently honored as a
distinguished alumnus at the Spanish Fair at
USF after giving his presentation titled
“Building Communities Through Soccer.” He
also participated in the 19th Festival of IberoAmerican Culture and the 8th IberoAmerican Congress of Thought, which took
place in Holguin, Cuba. Old spoke about his
book, Cuba: Behind the Embargo, and also
about his experiences in using soccer-based
programs to promote education, public
health and community development in
Honduran youth.
[21] JASON

associate
professor of history, published a review, “The
Deep and Wide Worlds of Billy Graham,” for
the Religion in American History site after
attending a Billy Graham Conference. He also
published a two-part interview with Civil
Rights scholar David Chappell on his new
book Waking from the Dream: The Struggle
for Civil Rights in the Shadow of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Additionally Hammond
published two articles for Religion in
American History: “Oh, The Humanities!” and
“The Beauty of a Transparent Life: More
Than Conquerors.”
[16] DR.

MICHAEL

HAMMOND,

DR.
[17] DR. EMILE HAWKINS,

associate professor
of business, was the baccalaureate speaker
at Toccoa Falls College in Georgia. He was
also a guest speaker at the 125th Fighter
Wing unit’s recognition of the 50th
anniversary of the Civil Rights Act.

DR. ROBERT HOULIHAN, professor of religion,

RIC

ROHM,

management,
organizational
University.

associate professor of
received his Ph.D. in
leadership from Regent

[22] DR. K. ALAN SNYDER, professor of
history, had his review of the book Alger Hiss:
Why He Chose Treason by Christina Shelton
published in Society magazine.

recently presented a paper at the European
Pentecostal Theological Association. The
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CLASS NOTES

JASON AND AMY (LOVING) YON ’02 // PG.36
BRAD HAUER ’09 // PG.39

KARIM BELLE ’11 (MBA) // PG.40

CLASS
EVAN AND RACHEL (MILEY) CERASANI ’11 // PG.40

MICHELLE (ACCARDO) DODDY ’94 // PG.36

32

// SUMMER 2014

AMY (MILLER) THURSTON ’02 // PG.36

CLASS NOTES

MEGAN (BATES) LIBASSI ’07 // PG.38

PETER AND KATHERINE (CHILDS) BIGELOW ’13
// PG.41

LIZZIE CHARLTON ’12 // PG.40

NOTES
ROBERT “BOB” FARRIER ’79 // PG.34
LYNPHAS “LENNY” HENRY ’09 // PG.39

MARISOL HERNANDEZ-PELTZER ’94 // PG.36
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CLASS NOTES
LEAH FULFORD ’78 recently retired from the University of Alabama

Libraries. She is currently living in Tuscaloosa, Ala.
MIKE MCBRIDE ’78 recently retired from the pastorate of Trinity

Temple Assembly of God in Columbus, Ga. Mike had served at the
church as pastor for 28 years.
ROBERT “BOB” FARRIER ’79 recently returned from a ministry trip

to Columbia. Bob founded Kingdom Connections, Inc., and travels
throughout the world conducting conferences and holding open-air
meetings.
BARBARA (ULRICH) DICKENS ’74
ARTHUR ’59 AND SHIRLEY (DANDRIDGE) CHEEK ’61 celebrated over

55 years of marriage. They have been blessed with two daughters,
four grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. They have been
members of Suncoast Cathedral in St. Petersburg, Fla., for over 44
years. Arthur is a retired Marine and reserve police officer, and both
he and Shirley have retired from the Pinellas County school system.
Their daughter and son-in-law, LENNETTE (CHEEK) ’86 AND STEVE
DEAL ’86, are ministering in Fort Mill, S.C., with Stop Hunger Now.
CHARLES ’70 AND PAT (GASKINS) ESTRIDGE ’85 are currently
members of the Peninsular Florida District and are serving as
specialized missionaries to Togo, West Africa. Both of them teach in
the West African Advanced School of Theology and preach in village
churches. They frequently speak at conferences, take part in training
church leaders, and preach at special events.
BARBARA (ULRICH) DICKENS ’74 recently published her memoir,

Love Bugs, Peaches and My Life in the South. The book focuses
on the legacy every individual can create for younger generations
and contains a chapter about Barbara’s experiences as a student
at Southeastern. Barbara currently lives in New Hope, Ala., with her
husband, David, and youngest son, Christopher. She has lived and
taught school in Florida, Georgia, Alabama, and Tennessee.

Learned Lessons in Life: Making a
Decision, a sequel to his first book, Lifelong Lessons in Leadership. The
book aims to help the reader develop decision-making skills that will
last a lifetime. Lonnie is a retired Air Force Reserve Colonel with over
32 years of military service. A lifelong educator, Lonnie has served as
a classroom instructor at the high school and collegiate levels, as a
school principal, and as a school district supervisor.
LONNIE SMITH ’81 published

PHIL AND LISA DIMUSTO ’82 are currently working with Teen

Challenge in Singapore. They have had great success with their men’s
rehabilitation program and are now looking to start Canopy, a group
home for boys aged 5-12 who have come from troubling and often
traumatic situations.
CHARLES PEMBERTON ’82 is currently the senior pastor at First As-

sembly of God in Fort Meade, Fla. Recently, he completed the requirements for his Ph.D. in Christian Education at International Seminary
in Orlando. He also partners with the Nicaraguan Assemblies of God
and conducts leadership training in Nicaragua. So far he’s made eight
trips to the country.
WILLIAM SELLS ’85

recently had his
children’s novel Leaf
published. Leaf is an
adventure novel with
a focus on family,
community, and the
preservation of our
natural resources.

PAUL CLENDENIN ’78 was recently promoted to Chief Investigator for

the State Attorney’s Office 8th Judicial Circuit in the State of Florida.
Paul has served in law enforcement for the State of Florida with the
Florida Highway Patrol, University of Florida Police Department, and
the State Attorney’s Office. He and his wife PATTI (CRUMPACKER)
’78 live in the North Florida area, have three children and two
granddaughters.
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STUART AND WENDY (MITCHELL)
BROWN ’90 // PG.35

CLASS NOTES

CHRISTINE (GULOTTA) MINCH ’87 is

THE AMBER FUND: INSPIRING THE DREAM OF SHORT TERM MISSIONS

currently a second-grade teacher at St.
Lucie West K-8 School in Port St. Lucie,
Fla.

For the past three years, LARRY BOAN ’74 and his wife Janice have helped make
the dream of going on short-term missions trips a reality for many with scholarships
awarded through the Amber Fund. The fund was created to honor the family and the
life of their daughter, Amber Nicole Boan.

HERNANDEZ
’89
was
recently promoted to associate dean
of Intercultural Development and
Educational Partnerships at Goshen
College. She also contributed to the book
Thriving in Leadership: Strategies for
Making a Difference in Christian Higher
Education.
REBECCA

“I’ve always had a great love for missions and taking the gospel to other places around
the world,” said Larry.
In the many years he has been a part of missions, Larry has travelled to different
countries around the world. One of his highlight missions trips was with his daughter,
Amber, to Ecuador where they visited the sandbar where Jim Elliott and four other
missionaries were martyred.
“It was great to have her with me on that
trip. She really had a heart for missions,”
said Larry.

SCOTT AND JOYCE (GRANT) LINGERFELT
’89 have recently gone through some

big changes. After 11 years, Scott stepped
down from being the district youth
director for the West Florida District,
and he became the lead pastor at Living
Water Church in Statesville, N.C. Joyce
worked at Marianna Middle School for
the past eight years as their band director.
Scott and Joyce have two children:
Meagan, who is pursuing her master’s in
counseling and career development, and
Michael, who will be pursuing a bachelor’s
in music production.
STUART AND WENDY (MITCHELL) BROWN
’90 are serving as missionaries in Mexico

City, Mexico. Wendy also writes for Tortilla
Press, a blog for AGWM missionary
writers in Latin America/Caribbean, and
graduated in May with a master’s in Bible
and Theology at SAGU. They have three
children: Olivia, who also graduated in
May with a counseling degree at SAGU;
Wesley, who is studying music tech at
Evangel; and Sophia, who is planning to
attend SEU this fall.

In June of 2009, Amber was involved in
a serious accident where she lost her life
and left two children behind. To honor her
life and passion for missions, on Father’s
Day of 2010, friends of the Boan family
established the Amber Nicole Boan Fund
for Short Term Missions. In 2011, the fund
was initially enacted and the Boans started
supporting students going on short-term
missions trips.
Today, Amber’s burden for missions lives
on through young missionaries sponsored
by the Amber Fund. In the past two years,
the fund has helped more than 30 Southeastern students participate in short-term
missions trips. During the 2013 missions week at Southeastern, called Exposure, the
university honored Larry with a plaque and a $500 donation toward the Amber Fund.

LARRY BOAN HONORED AT
EXPOSURE 2013.

“It was quite an honor to receive that award.We appreciate our
partnership with Southeastern.When we support a student, we
know we are supporting them to go to remote places to share
the gospel,” said Larry.
As the Amber Fund approaches its fourth missions season, Larry and Janice celebrate
helping more than 235 students around the United States participate in missions
since 2011. In Larry’s office a world map hangs on the wall with different colored pins
representing the many countries students they have supported have travelled to. His
goal is to one day have the map completely covered in pins.
“It’s very satisfying to know that you have supported a few students who have taken
the gospel,” said Larry.
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BRENDA (BUCKNER) NOWITZKI ’96 was named mentor coordinator

for Northbrook School District 28, in Northbrook, Ill. She also
graduated with her master of arts in educational administration from
St. Xavier University. She resides with her husband Carl in Gurnee, Ill.
HEIDI THEISS ’98 recently became the vice president of operations at
MaxLife, Inc., a ministry she and some of her associates established.
The ministry focuses on mentoring, discipleship, leadership
development, and outreach for post-college young adults.
ELAINE (COTIGNOLA) PECHACEK ’02 was recently nominated “Best

CAROL POST ’03

MICHELLE (ACCARDO) DODDY ’94 is the artistic director of the Bel

Canto Opera Singers. The singers have been performing together as
part of Opera Tampa and St. Petersburg Opera for numerous years.
Michelle graduated with her master’s degree at USF in counseling
education. For the past 10 years, she has been a school counselor at
Sleepy Hill Elementary in Lakeland, Fla. She is also married and has
two children.
MARISOL HERNANDEZ-PELTZER ’94 and her husband have a ministry

called Shalom Shalom, which works with churches and Jews in Los
Angeles, Calif. The ministry is currently planning a leaders conference
in Benin, Africa, as well as outreaches to different Latin countries and
Israel. The Peltzers also recently returned from a trip to Israel.
JEANNETTE (LLERAS) PEREZ ’95 and her family have recently
moved back to Orlando, Fla., after living in Mexico. Jeannette and her
husband, Frankie, have been married for over 18 years and have two
daughters, Serena and Amanda.
MICHAEL AND SARAH BRISTOL ’96 welcomed their fifth child, Abigail
Grace Ann, on January, 30, 2013. Michael continues to work in
computer sales and service at Autobahn Communications, and Sarah
stays busy homeschooling the older children and looking after the
little ones. Their other children are Logan, Spencer, Ella Elizabeth, and
Elise. The family currently resides in Vero Beach, Fla.
JUAN CASTRO ’96 is currently a licensed real estate instructor and

the broker of Elite Realty Partners that serves Florida.
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Musical Director” by BroadwayWorld.com. She is an up-and-coming
musical theatre composer and director with compositions being
featured with the New York Theatre Barn, The Duplex, and the 2012
Time Square Theatre Festival in N.Y.
AMY (MILLER) THURSTON ’02 celebrated her second anniversary

with her husband, Steve, on June 1. They both work at Valley Forge
Christian College, Amy as the director of student success and career
services, and Steve as the associate director of marketing. Amy is also
currently working on finishing her master’s in Christian Leadership.
They currently reside in Pennsylvania.
JASON AND AMY (LOVING) YON ’02 moved to Kenya with their two

children in August 2013. They are working with the African Children’s
Project to build homes and create families for orphans in Embu,
Kenya.
JASON BURNS ’03 pastors Access Church in Lakeland, Fla. Access

opened a second campus in 2013 that currently meets at the Campo
Family YMCA in Brandon, Fla.
CAROL POST ’03 is currently writing inspirational romantic suspense

for Harlequin’s Christian line, Love Inspired. Her first book, Midnight
Shadows, released in January 2013, with the second and third in the
series, Motive for Murder and Out for Justice, coming out in 2014.
Carol is also currently working on a three-book series set in Cedar
Key, Fla.
MANWELL REYES ’03 recently landed a supporting role in the movie,

Moms’ Night Out. He is known for starting Christian band Group 1 Crew.
In 2009, he moved to Los Angeles to pursue an acting career, which
led him to meeting his wife, Anjelah Johnson, as well as a partnership
with Nuvo TV and Vevo for a new TV show.

CLASS NOTES

ALUMNI LAUNCH NEW CHURCH

In the South Tampa community, where 87 percent of the
population is unchurched, Aaron ’05 and Katie Burke ’06
saw an opportunity to share the gospel.
One of the few challenges they faced was that they did not know
anyone in the area. In January of 2013, after they moved to South
Tampa, Aaron immediately got plugged into the community through
joining the Chamber of Commerce and starting to network within the
city.
On March 17, they held their first “launch team meeting,” where
18 people showed up, comprising mostly of their family members.
Radiant Church was officially started on September 15, 2013, with an
attendance of 348 people, most of them being unchurched. From
September to December of 2013, they had 98 people commit their
lives to Christ. On January 12, the church moved to hold two services
on Sundays.
“Every week we are seeing lives transformed and that is the fuel for
our church,” said Aaron.

Currently, they have approximately 400 people who attend their
church and the services are being held at the Britton Theater in South
Tampa. Their goal for 2014 is to move to three services by September.
The mission of their church is to display love, develop disciples, and
discover purposes.

[ “Our dream is to be averaging 500
people by our one-year anniversary. We
also have a goal of giving $50,000 to
missions this year and to baptize 100
people,” ] said Aaron.
Another blessing that the couple received was the birth of their
daughter, Lilly, in July of 2012, and the expectancy of their second
child in August.
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organization to become a certified speaker, trainer, and coach. She
is also currently the chair for the Social Work Advisory Board at
Southeastern.
MEGAN (BATES) LIBASSI ’07 is currently living in Kuwait with her

husband and teaching English at an international school. Prior to that,
she lived and taught in South Korea for three years.
CHRISTOPHER J. MAFFEI ’07 was promoted to detective with the

Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Department.
ANDREW MILLER ’07, ’09 (MA), ’11 (MBA) was recently promoted

to executive director of Institutional Effectiveness and Extended
Education at Southeastern University.
JOSHUA O’CONNOR ’07 was recently promoted to student ministries

pastor at Victory Church in Lakeland, Fla. He previously served at the
church as the middle school pastor.
SHERRY REEDER ’10 (MBA) // PG.40

JASEN RYLL ’03 currently serves as the administrative pastor at First

Assembly of God in Montgomery, Ala., where he and his wife, Lindsey,
reside.
MARY EVELYN (WINSLOW) BEAM ’05 was named Teacher of the Year

at her middle school in North Carolina.
VAUGHN “WES” MCASHAN ’05 currently works as the assistant
ministry administrator at Coastline Community Church in Indian
Harbour Beach, Fla. He is also working on his master’s in journalism.
MAX “CHUCK” ’05 & ’06 (MBA) AND ELISA (RICCIO) ’06 MOORE have

been keeping busy serving in a number of capacities at their church,
the Bridge Foursquare Community Church in Ranson, W.Va. Chuck
works as program manager at Sterling Heritage Corporation, a small
government contractor that supports the Veterans Affairs Acquisition
Academy in Frederick, Md. The Moores live in Harpers Ferry, W.Va., and
have four children—Gabriella, Zachary, Joel, and Nathan.
LORI HERNANDEZ ’07 founded the organizations Core Leadership

Institute and Core Beauty, Inc. Core Leadership Institute focuses on
training and developing individuals and corporations in the areas of
leadership and personal growth. Core Beauty is designed to empower
women through a journey of healing and restoration. Lori worked
with the international leadership expert John C. Maxwell and his
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DR. AIMEE VINSON-FRANKLIN ’07 recently completed the
Neuroscience Doctoral Program at the University of AlabamaBirmingham. Her doctoral dissertation focused on the underlying
pathological mechanisms of Fragile X Syndrome. She has received the
Civitan Emerging Scholar Award, Cognition and Cognitive Disorders
Training Grant Fellowship, and Ruth L. Kierschstein National Research
Service Award. She has also published three scientific articles and is
preparing two additional manuscripts to be published in the summer
of 2014. She has also accepted a post-doctoral research fellowship at
the National Institute on Drug Abuse (of the NIH) in Baltimore, Md.
BRITTANI (GALLOWAY) O’CONNOR ’08 recently completed her M.Ed.

from the University of South Florida. She currently teaches third grade
at McKeel Elementary Academy in Lakeland, Fla. She was awarded
Teacher of the Year and is in the running for Charter School Teacher
of the Year for Polk County. She has also recently been accepted into
the Prospective Administrators Group for McKeel Academy Charter
Schools.
JESSICA PORTER ’08 currently lives in Lakeland and works for Second

Chance Training Center, helping former female inmates restart their
lives in a positive way.
MEGAN (VENDLINKSKI) WAGNER ’08 works as a physician’s assistant

in Tampa and recently presented to the current SEU pre-med majors
on the topic of Infertility and Embryo Adoption.

CLASS NOTES

BRAD HAUER ’09 will be launching Lighthouse Church in South

Orlando, Fla., along with his wife and two children. The vision for
Lighthouse Church is to “make disciples of Jesus Christ, and through
our shared lives together, seek the renewal of South Orlando and
beyond.”
LYNPHAS “LENNY” HENRY ’09 married Erin Elizabeth in 2012. He
currently works for International Business Machine (IBM) as a support
software engineer.
CHARLIE ’09 AND DESIREE (GLASGOW) ’10 JACKSON welcomed their

first child in October 2013. Charlie works at Peace River Center. He is
also studying to become a licensed mental health counselor.

group released a worship EP and this May released a live full-length
worship album with all original songs written by them and students in
their youth ministry.
RANA MCCLELLAND ’09 (MBA) was recently elected secretary on the

Board Leadership and Executive Committee for the Florida Hospice &
Palliative Care Association. She is also currently the executive director
for Compassionate Care Hospice.
PAMELA PARRY ’09 was recently promoted to adult ESL instructor at

the Interactive College of Technology in Chamblee, Ga.
LINDA (ST. CYR) RIVERA ’09, along with her husband Angel, recently

started a new church in Central Florida.

CHRISTIAN (RANDALL) LEAPHART ’09 is currently employed at
Forsyth County Schools, and she and her husband, Joe, live in
Alpharetta, Ga. They are both also employed at Mount Paran Church
in Atlanta, Ga., as the Youth Worship Pastors. In 2013, their youth

VICTORY CALLS
Freelance cinematographer
Brandon Hyde ’09 recently
partnered with students from
SEU to produce a music video
titled “Victory Calls.”

As the associate producer and camera
operator for the production, Brandon was
able to work alongside eight SEU drummers
and truly produce a captivating and
inspirational work of art. The promotional
video was produced to an original piece by
actress, composer and musician Charleene
Closshey and incorporated a combination
of music, choreography, digital media and

lighting. While working alongside some of
the current students, Brandon played a key
role in the success of this production.

SCAN HERE TO SEE THE VIDEO
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JONATHAN DEMEO ’10 is currently the director of operations for the

CARLOS SANTIAGO ’10 currently serves as the leader of Journey

Trash Mountain Project, a ministry that works with extreme poverty
in Cambodia, Dominican Republic, Honduras, and the Philippines.
Jonathan directed a documentary that focuses on the work the
ministry is doing in the Philippines. The documentary, titled Stay,
was shown in Topeka, Kan., the ministry’s base, as well as at the
Cobb Theater in Lakeland, Fla. Recently he was a part of a missions
trip to Santiago, Philippines, along with JON KAZAKLIS ’10, the
Southeast Asia missions director of Trash Mountain, and DR. RUSSELL
WEST ’86. While there, they stayed with the people of the trash dump
community and built relationships and worked with the local church
to establish clean water, sanitation and a church in the community
along with possible long-term expansion.

Worship, the music ministry at Journey Church in Jacksonville, Fla.
His debut album, Prodigal God, was released in 2013.

STUART FLOWERS ’10 married Joanna Green on June 22, 2013. He

KARIM BELLE ’11 (MBA) is the co-owner of Olympiad Tutoring,

an educational organization aimed at promoting education in
underserved communities.
EVAN AND RACHEL (MILEY) CERASANI ’11 have settled into their

new life in Buffalo, N.Y. Rachel currently works for Freed Maxick as an
accountant. She was also recently featured in their “Meet Some of
Our Team Members” page on the company website. Evan is currently
studying for his MBA and has started an internship with Rich Products
in their international finance department.

in Lakeland, Fla.

ELIZABETH CHENOWETH ’11 gave a talk to current SEU pre-med
majors summarizing her research, “Distinct Pharmacology for Ca++
uptake by erythrocytes infected with malaria and parasites,” at the
NIH (National Institutes of Health).

DEBORAH (MASSARO) GREY ’10 currently works for DVG Consulting.

MICHELLE MALLINO ’11 was recently admitted into the Speech

She resides in Largo, Fla.

Language and Learning graduate program at Northwestern
University, an elite program that only accepts a handful of students
each year. Michelle has also been teaching in Polk County schools for
over two years.

is currently employed at the Family Worship Center in Florence, S.C.
ANDREW GASH ’10 teaches film production at Kathleen High School

SHERRY REEDER ’10 (MBA) was named the supervisor of Central
Florida Health Care’s new Lakeland Primary Care site. Prior to that,
she worked at the Orange County Board of County Commissioners in
the Office of Aging.

LIZZIE CHARLTON ’12 was featured as an extra on ABC’s The Middle.
She is also currently working as a nanny as she auditions for parts in
other productions.
ERICA EARL ’12 is currently teaching ESOL in Spain. Prior to living in
Spain, she worked for the Bradenton Herald as an education reporter.
She also had the opportunity to go to Japan and interact with the
culture and people. While she was there she volunteered as a teaching
assistant at one of the schools as well as took a trip to help with the
disaster relief in the areas of Japan that were affected by the tsunami.
She wrote about her adventures on the Bradenton Herald’s website,
as well as her education blog Extra Credit.
JENNI KARABENSH ’12 recently starred as Vivienne in the Polk County

production Legally Blonde: The Musical.
KEVIN KUNNEN ’12 has been hired by the Office of the Attorney

General of Florida.
JASEN RYLL ’03 // PG.38
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KNOX STRAWBRIDGE ’12 returned to his high school alma mater,

Forest High School in Ocala, Fla., to coach the boys soccer team.
RACHEL TRAMPLER ’12 received her master’s degree in social work
at Missouri State University. She currently works at an elementary
school in inner city Tulsa, Okla., as a school social worker.

recently
was awarded a full fellowship for his
M.A. program in American History at
Auburn University. He will receive a full
tuition waiver and generous stipend.
CHRISTOPHER

GILVES

’13

JOSEPH GRUBB ’13 was hired by the
PETER AND KATHERINE (CHILDS) BIGELOW ’13 were married in June

of 2013 and are currently residing in Virginia. Katherine is working
for a top-ten public accounting firm, CliftonLarsonAllen, as an audit
associate. Peter currently works as the catering director at the USDA.
This coming fall, Peter will attend George Washington University Law
School as a Presidential Scholar, pursuing a career in conservative
public interest.
VICTORIA GARCIA ’13 recently received the NASCAR Diversity

Internship Program Award. She was one of 20 interns selected for
this award from different areas of the program. In the different areas
to intern she was selected for the broadcast and production position.

Polk County Sheriff’s Office.
VICTORIA (HARRIS) MILLER ’13 was

hired by Coca-Cola as the market
development
manager.
She
is
currently working on her MBA from
Southeastern. Her job position includes
a mix of sales and account managing
with Coca-Cola Refreshments and
her territory spans from Lakeland to
Arcadia. In September of 2013, she
married her best friend, Kyle Miller.

VICTORIA (HARRIS)
MILLER ’13

IN MEMORIAM
TIFFANY BEENE ’11 passed away on February 3, 2013, from

We also celebrate the life of one of Southeastern’s Board of Trustees,

injuries sustained in a car accident. Tiffany grew up in Guatemala,

TERRY LEWIS, who passed away on February 22, 2013. Terry was

the daughter of missionaries Michael and Roxanne “Rocky” Beene.

a member of Life Church, Rainbow City, Ala. He served his country

She had a heart for people and desired for the entire world to know

in the Air Force during the Vietnam War and after he returned,

about the love of Jesus. Before the accident, she was working as the

was an active member of the community. Along with serving on

treasurer for Faith In Action, a Kissimmee non-profit organization

Southeastern University’s Board of Trustees for a number of years,

that her parents founded.

he also served on the Etowah County Food Bank Board, Gideon’s
International, Life Underwriters and Financial Advisers for the State

DR. KENNITH GORDON ’52 passed away on January 6, 2014,

of Alabama, and the Local Association in Gadsden, Ala. One of

at the age of 83 in Austin, Tex. Dr. Gordon graduated with honors

his greatest awards was being inducted into the Hall of Faith 2012

from Southeastern in 1952 and became a licensed AG minister. He

for the Alabama District of the Assemblies of God for his years of

then went on to get his master’s degree in teaching from Iowa State

service to the church.

and later his Ph.D. in Oceanography from Florida State. He taught
for many years until he was disabled in a car accident in 1975. Dr.

DR. WILLIAM (BILL) RICHARDSON ’53, beloved professor

Gordon and his wife established a scholarship at SEU in memory of

of Practical Ministry and former chair of the Division of Religion

their daughter, Jennifer. He is survived by his wife, Nadine, and his

at Southeastern, died June 21, 2014, in Lakeland, Fla., after a long

three sons and their families.

illness. Doc Richardson served as a professor at Southeastern
from 1970-97 and remained an active part of the campus until he
and his wife both began having health issues in recent years. His
wife, Dorothy, their two daughters and their families survive Doc
Richardson.
SEU.edu //
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KRISTEN CO-HOSTING NBA INSIDE STUFF
Kristen Ledlow ’10 learned soon after graduation that some dreams are just too small. She dreamed
of becoming a reporter for the NBA, and fully expected it to take her 10 years to achieve it. With that
dream in mind, she double majored in broadcast and communications.
That is not to say she left sports behind. With a lifelong love for all
types of sports, she continued her athletic career in college. After
setting school scoring records for basketball in her freshman year,
she transitioned to volleyball and was awarded All-American Honors.
A mere four years after graduation, Kristen has served as a television
host and sideline reporter with ABC News (Tallahassee, Fla.), sideline
reporter of ESPN Radio in Tallahassee, field reporter for FOX Sports
NEXT (Atlanta, Ga.) covering SEC and ACC football and basketball,
and co-hosted the Morning Drive, a sports talk radio show on CBS’s
92.9 The Game.
Currently, Kristen co-hosts the rebooted NBA Inside Stuff alongside
Grant Hill. Inside Stuff is a sports and entertainment show televised
weekly throughout the NBA season. The show reviews previous
games, top plays, and interviews with leading NBA players.
“Being where I am has been phenomenal. I have inherited a dozen
big brothers who happen to be professional basketball players. They
treat me like I am a part of their family,” said Kristen.

Kristen, one of the first female hosts on NBA TV, knows the value of
her achievement, but simply acknowledges, “Someone had to be
the first one.” With hours and hours of studying sports news, major
columns, and statistics, she jokes that she studies more now than
she ever did during her college years.
“As a woman, there is little margin for error when broadcasting to a
male-dominated audience,” she said. She adds that being a female
in the industry requires confidence, integrity, and a great deal of
knowledge.
She recalls wanting to be a sports host at a young age, but there
were few women in the industry to look up to. Her goal is simply to
blaze a path for the young females who are to step forward in the
upcoming years and to be a role model for them.
As a Christian she has also been thankful for the many opportunities
God has given her.
“It’s an incredible opportunity to be a light. It has been all God. He
has given me a position nationally where people can look and see
there is something different about me. I carry myself to be a light for
young girls,” said Kristen.
Kristen speaks fondly of her past, stating that “little conversations
lead to big decisions.” Encouragement has played a large role in her
life, and she urges everyone to grasp the ‘little encouragements’
people have to offer. It is those little conversations that can shape
a lifetime.

“It’s an incredible opportunity to be a
light. It has been all God. He has given
me a position nationally where people
can look and see there is something
different about me. I carry myself to be a
light for young girls.”
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CALEB’S GOAL FOR EXCELLENCE

When Caleb Kinchlow ’08 graduated, he
had a goal to shape the culture around him
through his passion for excellence. Working
as a multi-media producer, video journalist,
video editor and media personality, he has
traveled to multiple places and achieved
more than he had ever dreamed.

During his time at Southeastern, Caleb had the opportunity of
experiencing moments that prepared him for what he is doing now.
“Southeastern was one of the most important facets of my career.
I was able to get hands-on experience while I was a student. What I
did at Southeastern is very similar to what is out in the industry. It
helped me create a biblical worldview and integrate it into a secular
arena,” said Caleb.
When Caleb was still an undergraduate, he became involved with
the creation of a show at Southeastern, RAW TV, which helped
propel him into what he is doing now. The show became a nationally
televised program during Caleb’s second year of school.
“The school funded the show for us and they built the studio for
RAW TV. We functioned like a real television network,” said Caleb.
As far as accomplishments, RAW TV was just the beginning of great
things for Caleb. In his wide range of success, one of his career
highlights was being a video journalist during the Super Bowl XLVII.
Caleb also had the opportunity to interview several famous people,
such as former wrestling superstar Lex Lugar, the 2012 Miss America,

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM
YOU AND
SO DO YOUR
CLASSMATES!

“...YOU CAN’T ARGUE WITH EXCELLENCE;
GOD CALLS YOU TO EXCELLENCE.”
and Grammy award winner Lecrae. His most recent interview was
with T.D. Jakes before the release of the movie Heaven is for Real.
He has also won two Tellys and a regional Emmy for a show he hosts,
NASA 360. Caleb currently also hosts a live broadcast show, Colonial
Williamsburg Electronic Field Trips, which has been a success and
helped earn him a silver honor medal for the Parent’s Choice award.
In a prominently secular industry, Caleb credits excellence in his
craft and the way he presents himself as a tool for sharing his faith.
“A lot of people in the industry are hurting. I talk about where
my anchor is. It gives me an opportunity to express my faith in
the industry. You can’t argue with excellence; God calls you to
excellence,” said Caleb. Six years after his graduation, Caleb is still
doing what he loves to do with excellence.

Send us your news – weddings, special anniversaries, new jobs, promotions, educational
accomplishments, births, awards and the like.We would also love to showcase your pictures.
Remember to include your class year. Email your photos and news to alumni@seu.edu or mail your prints to:
Alumni Relations, Southeastern University, 1000 Longfellow Blvd., Lakeland, FL 33801
Thank you! We can’t wait to hear from you!
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PERSPECTIVE
BY DR. RICKEY COTTON

TO FULFILL OUR CALLING
Back in 1987 when I received the invitation to join the English
faculty at Southeastern University, I was a member at Evangel
Temple Assembly of God in Columbus, Ga. The church interpreted
my invitation to Southeastern as a call into full-time ministry. At
the last service I attended before moving here to Lakeland, I was
called to the front of the church where the ministerial staff and lay
leadership laid hands on me and prayed for the Holy Spirit to be on
me in a special way in this new calling.
In the now 27 years I have taught at
Southeastern University, the most
exciting thing about being here has been
the opportunity to integrate my Christian
faith with my calling to teach writing and
literature. This is the main thing that I
believe is special about Southeastern:
the opportunity to effectively balance
genuine, vibrant Christian spirituality
with solid academics. So many other
universities are strong in one of these
areas but not the other.
Here at Southeastern I am able to
teach alongside fellow faculty members
who are genuine, personally engaged
Christians committed to the presence
and action of the Holy Spirit and who
are effective classroom teachers with a
sincere personal interest in each student
and the student’s growth, both spiritually
and academically. Southeastern’s first
commitment in God is to our students; we
are truly a student-focused institution. It
is in the classroom that the main work of
Southeastern takes place.
And likewise our students deeply love
God and long to give their lives to him
totally. Of course they are still growing in
maturity and developing their knowledge
and skills and may fall short in one way
or another at times—as their parents,
teachers, and residential life directors
certainly know. But their hearts are for
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God, and to be able to teach students like
these is a great privilege.
For us here at Southeastern to fulfill
our calling to serve God effectively it
is vital that we remember what Jesus
called the first commandment. He said,
“Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind. This is the first and greatest
commandment” (Matt. 22:37). In our
age of social media and hyper activity it
is easy to be distracted from our primary
responsibility to love God in this way. If
this relationship is not vibrant, then all
our other relationships will not be what
God intends. In Revelation 2:4, the Lord
has this complaint against the Church
at Ephesus, which otherwise was doing
great things: “You have forsaken the love
you had at first.”
Maintaining and developing the love for
God we “had at first” is essential. It must
be a daily practice. Jesus’ words are clear:
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must
deny themselves and take up their cross
daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23). Only in
this way can our teaching and learning
at Southeastern be truly integrated into
our calling in God. Only in this way can
we be truly faithful to our calling. I pray
God’s blessing and grace in this for us all.

LEGACY
BR IC K C A M PA IG N

n

Commemorate
a special event

n

Honor a dear
friend or family
member

Help pave the way for Fire football
Now is your chance to become part of Fire football history as

n

someone special

we complete construction on our brand-new stadium.
Support the Legacy Brick Campaign today by purchasing your

n

personalized 8-inch brick for only $100!

email at bdmason@seu.edu.

Advertise your
business

Order online at fire.SEU.edu/legacy or contact
Buddy Mason by phone at 863.667.5278 or by

Memorialize

n

Support your
church family or
graduating class

Includes three lines of text with a maximum of 20 characters per line.
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